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It afurds me peculiar pleasure, my dear young friends, and I am 
sure that | speak the feeling of all your parents, ministers and teachers, 
when Lsay the same for them, to meet you here once more to commem- 
orate another Anniversary of your Juvenile Missionary Soceity. One 
whole year has passed away since you last assembled in St. Philip's 
Temporary Church for the same purpose; and all of us who were thea 

resent, are now one year older, one year nearer our graves, and one 
year nearer the judgment seat of God. And it certainly ought to fill 
our hearts with lively thankfulness to the Father of Mercies, that he has 
allowed us one year more to prepare for death and for the solemn rea- 
lities of eternity. And especially on this occasion ought you to feel 
peculiarly grateful, because this is not only the Anniversary of your 
Society, but it is also the day set apart by all the people of Charleston 
as a day of solemn Thanksgiving and Prayer to God for the blessings 
of the past year. That year you know, has been one in which nearly 
all of us have been very much blessed, and that therefore it is right for 
us to show our thankfulness and gratitude to the Author of these favors 
by devout worship and praise. Towards earthly benefactors it is deemed 
a principle of duty always to exhibit feelings correspqndent to the favors 
which they bestow. For if your parents or your friends are at any time 
very kind to you and give you something valuable, when you do not 
ape or deserve it, do you not thank them heartily for their kindness, 
and feel your little bosoms swell with love and gratitude to them? But 
if you feel and act thus towards your friends in this world, ought you 
not to feel much more so to your Parent and Friend in Heaverf? Ought 
you not to be filled with joyful praise to the Author of all your mercies, 
to Him who gave you such kind parents, and ministers and teachers? 
and who feeds es | clothes you, and gives you health and persons to 
attend upon you from day to day? I know you will all agree with me 
that such feelings are right and good, and that you will endeavor to 
think of these things and to have such sentiments. Just try to reflect, 
then, how many good things the Lord has done for you during the last 
year. For you must remember that all the blessings which you enjoy 
come from his merciful goodness. Know, then, that for your life you 
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290 Address. 


are indebted to the protecting and sustaining care of your H, 
Father and his Angels, who are always watching over you, 

laces He has not permitted so many children to live and enjoy ws 
be has in this city. There has been a great deal of sickness 3... 
young in many = of our cotntry, and thousands of them |}, 
In the large city o f New-York alone, | believe move than fj ty d 
week; whereas, I do not believe that fifty boys and girls 
Chasiéaots throughout the whole of the last year. and 
think it hard for the se children thus to die@ to close thei ir ey 
pleasant light of the sun, to leave all their beloved associates and 
fellows, and go down into the dark cold grave, where there is no , 
talk with them and teach them the things that are good, but wily 
have to lie down with the worm and with corruption ! O! how, 
your young hearts then to be filled with joy and gratitutde to you, } 
venly Father, because he has still left you in the land of the 

where you can walk about and see your friends and learn hoy 
good, so that when you come to die you may become happy Ang 
and dwell with the blessed Spirits in Heaven! 

But God has not only spared you,—He has also spared your 
and friends and servants. This has not been the case eve ry w] 
some of the cities South of us, there has been more sickness they 
was known before. In New-Orleans particularly, sometimes fi 
seventy-five have died in one singleday. How many hundreds they 
you think must have died during the whole summer? And as maw 
these were fathers and mothers, who had little children or as Vi 
how many of them do you think must now be left as poor and | 
orphans! Do you not think this is a very sad and pres cond 
children to be in? Is it not hard, when they are hungry and | 
bread, to have no one to feel for them and to supply their wants? “A 
is it not enough to make us weep for them, when we think that may 
them are sick, and have no mother to take them up in her arms and « 
viate their pains? How ought you to rejoice then, that God has beex 
merciful to you, and has not removed these blessings from you! 

Are you not convinced then, that every one of you who have be 
objects of God’s merciful and fartherly care during the year past, | 
to be filled with these emotions, that you ought to e ‘xhibit them a 
a conversation and by acts corresponding to them? Did your father and 
mother exert all their powers to make you comfortable and happy, 
were they to witness in you a coldness and indifference to all thew 
parental anxieties, they would weep over you tears of bitterest angu 
and would exclaim with a parent of old: 
How sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is 
To have a thankless child! 

And would you not think that such hard-hearted children were unwort!: 
of the kind treatment 6f their parents? Must you not suppose then th: 
your Father who is in Heaven, and who has during the last year watched 
over you with such unceasing love, and encircled you wi ith such innu- 
merable favors, would be grieved at heart if he saw you were not thank 
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ful for these things? And would you not all be ready to condemn your- 


. ..* * . . . _* . . 
selves if you did not care for these marks oi His aflectionate regard, 
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i. 
not attempt to show forth your thankfulness unto all who 
know you? Lam persuaded that you would. And whilst, therefore, | 
ald wish you all to feel aright, | will now proceed to show you how 
wo . a ty | . ha 
nt to act in view of these blessings bestowed upon you. lor we 
you ougu ‘ > » . 
ave a means here provided that may serve asa channel through which 
, ankful feelings ef your hearts may be made to flow out unto the 


if you did 


the th = | 
poor and destitute arouna you, and by which you may exhibit these feel- 
ings to all the world. 


Your Society, as you are aware, was instituted to promote piety among 
ss individual members, and to propagate among others a knowledge of 
the gospel. And what more profitable, what more blessed, what more 
elorious than these things? By engaging in them both we shall become, 
Ss come measure, assimilated to the great and glorious Being who cree- 
ted the universe and to whom all creatures are indebted for the blessings 
which they enjoy. What more delightful than to see persons, old and 
young, actuated by pure and holy feelings ! With gratitude for the bles- 
sings which they have received, and a desire to promote these blessings 
among others! Bat possibly you may ask me what gratitude is, and 
how children may best prove that they possess this virtue! I will endea- 
vor to explain both of these reasonable questions. Have you not sume 
dear friend to whom you are sincerely attached! And has that friend 
ever done you some great kindness, which you felt to be a very diatin- 
evished mark of his favor, and a token of his love which you did not at 
all merit?) And have you not, whenever you thought of this kindness, 
felt in your heart warm feelings of love and thankfulness towards that 
friend? If you have, this feeling was gratitude. And have you not 
afterwards desired to return the kindness of your friend, by still greater 
kindness, if it were in your power! And thus to show that there was in 
you some power at least to feel or estimate his goodness? This last 
feeling was the desire to prove your gratitude and affection. 

But now let us transfer these things to religion and urge upon you 
your duty in that respect. You know the bible tells us that every good 
gift, and every pertect gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights. Such then being the fact, we must regard all our reli- 
gious privileges as gifts from God. for are not these gilts good and 
perfect? Do you not think it was a great favor when you were born 
into this world, to have parents to carry you to be baptized, and thus 
became connected with the Chureh of Chirit? Undoubtedly it was; for 
by this means you were made a member of his household upon earth, 
were brought into a covenant relation with Ged, were made a partaker 
of his Holy Spirit, and were placed in a stituation in which you would 
be favored with the care and guidance of all the members of his family 
upon earth. And do you not estcem it a great blessing that you have 
had those around you who instructed you in all good ways, and who 
carried you to Sunday School and to Church every week? To have had 
those who taught you your catechism, your duty to God and mati, and thus 
endeavored to train you up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 
You must surely regard these things as m: ch better than to run about 
the streets with the ragged and the out-cast children of the city, who 
learn to. take God’s name in vain, to curse and to swear, to speak evil of 




























292 Address. i 
4" 
their parents, to be ignorant because they are not sent to schoo) te 

late the holy Sabbath day, to neglect the church, and all poud ..” 
But if you do esteem these blessings as rich and great, then ought 
to thank God for them most sincerely ; and also ought you to endes,,. 
give them to those who have them not. For we are commande, jy. 
bible to be perfect, even as our Father who is in Heaven js yp. 
This does not mean that we should become great and power! 4s \,, 
for that were impossible. Neither does it mean that we shou|d be : 
wise, or as knowing, or as free from all moral imperfection. These \. 
est attributes belong to God alone, and never can be given to any «,. 
ture. But when we are commanded to be perfect as He is, it means the 
we should be kindly affectioned one to another, even as He js (oy me 
us, and that we should go and do them good as far as we may be 9h), 
Just think then how God acts towards us,—he does not get angry alway, 
if we do any thing wrong, but he remembers that we are but dust ary 
pities our infirmities ;—so we also ought not to be offended or angry y 
every little evil thing that is done by our associates and friends, Ly; y. 
should exercise forbearance and kindness towards them all. Again: jy 
sends his rain upon the just and unjust, and causes his sun to rise upon 
the evil and upon the good; and he also bestows blessings in abundance 
upon those who need them. Ought not you then to strive to do the 
same, as far as may be in your power? Certainly you ought. You mux 
not wait to search for persons that are good, or those who merit your 
regard, before you are willing to help them; for then your favors mig\t 
not be needed. God did not bless us because we were good or wortly, 
but he sent his favors and his blessings in order to make us good. So w. 
also, if we have his Spirit and have any thing to give, ought to bestow ) 
wherever it is most needed,—to the poor, the abject, the outcast, the 
reprobate and the despised,—to the énd that we may raise thew up frow 
their degradation, that we may purify them from their pollution, that we 
may clothe their nakedness and heal their wounds, and cause them to sit 
with us in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Now how many of this descrip- 
tion are there in this city who need your aid? Do you not every day see 
some who are running about poor and ignorant, depraved and despised | 
Do you not, when going to Sunday School, see some who are breaking 
the commands of God, and do you not hear them say many things that 
are bad, and do many things that you would fear todo? If so, by tavor- 
ing this Society you may be a means of rescuing them from their degre. 
dation and making them good children and virtuous citizens. And would 
you not delight to do this? Would you not be glad if you could make 
the widow's heart to sing for joy over a son redeemed from wickedness 
and disgrace? I am persuaded that you would, and therefore invite you al 
to become members of the Juvenile Misionary Society. And this you 
can easily do without much expense or much difficulty. If any one wi! 
pay five dollars for you, you can be a member all your life, even thous! 
you should live to be very old. Or if you cannot do this, by payimg on'y 
four pence a month, or seventy-five cents a year, you can bea member ot! ihe 
Society as long as you please. This makes it so easy, that I do not think 
there is one child here who could not easily become a member. And I 
am the more prompted to urge this upon you all, because, in looking at 
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pistory of the Society, as faras connected particularly with St. Phi- 
the have been grived to find a gradual decrease in members 
for the last six years. fo 1831 there were sixty “nine members from that 
Charch alone. In 1834 they were reduced to tuity-eight,—and in the 
present year there are only thirty-five! If the sane 1s true with rezvard 
to all the — Churches and Schools in the city, it is lamentable and 

in 

— is this so, my dear young friends? Why have you ceased 
to be members of this Society : Or why have you neglected to put down 
your names as its benefactors ! Have you been convineed that it has 
heen doing no good? This cannot be so; for Lam told it has contri- 
pated freely, among other charities, to the erection of this Chapel in 
in which we are now assembled, and where all those children of whom 
| have spoken may be gathered together to be taught in the Sunday 
School, and Jearn their catechism and hear sermons, and be baptized and 
confirmed, and be thus trained up for Heaven. Aud do you think all this 
isnot good? Are all these things of no benefit to these children? If 
they are of no use to them, they are of no use to you, and therefore you 
ought also to be deprived ot them. ( have you become tired of blonging 
to the Society and giving your charities to the poor! Beware how you 
assign such @ reason or have sucha feeling. Tired of doing good! Tired 
of bestowing your favors upon those who need them ! ‘Tired of making 
others virtuous and happy? And suppose God should get tired of bles- 
sing you, what do you think would become of you! Your parents and 
friends might die,—your Church, which [ trust you now love, be de- 
stroyed, yuur books burned up, your teachers driven away, your body 
wasted by disease and all your enjoyments scattered and ruined forever. 
Would notthis be asad calamity? But why doesit not happen? Le- 
cause God is not tired of blessing you. ic /oves to bless children, and 
old persons too, if it will but serve to make them good. Every morning 
he pours upon us the light of day, so that we may go forth and behold 
the beatuy of his creation and enjoy the blessings of life,—that we may 
improve our minds, become pious and do good to others. And every 
evening he gathers around usthe shades of night, that we may refesh 
our wearied bodies with sleep. And during these hours of helplessness 
the Shepherd of Israel, who neither slumbers nor sleeps, watches over us 
with parental solicitute, to protect us from danger and from harm. When 
we are hungry he feeds us; when we are naked he clothes us; when we 
are cold be warms us. He sends his consolations to us when we are in dis- 
tress, he fills our hearts with joy in the hour of gladness, aud causes us 
to live and move and have our being in him. And this he does, not only 
occasionally or at distant intervals, or for a short time, and then becomes 
wearied, buf every year, every day, every hour, every moment ot our 
existence, be it long or be it short. Did God get tired of blessing us 
we should at once sink into ruin and nothingness. How delighted then 
ought we to be in imitation of our Heavenly Father to love to bless 
others as far as we may have the means! Let no one therefore feel or 
say that they are tired of doing good. 

Or do you think that other persons and poor children are not worth 
being attended to? Do you feel that they are so worthless and wicked 
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that you need not care for them? Domot say this, or else you . 

a child of God. For Christ did not think these poor Soret “ADDR ip 
of his regard or affection. On the contrary, he left all eek te mn 
ven, becarme a little child, was born in a manger in Bethlehen’ . 
sakes; and when he was of a proper age, he went about pach . 
and preached the gospel to the poor, he told them their duty Fie 
their diseases, he fed the hungry and offered to them a glee 
life. Nor did be stop here: but he even permitted himself t» |... 
secuted, and scourged, and crowned with @ crown of thorns as 
blood streamed from his temples, and then to be crucified Satay 
ful cross,—and al! this for the children of the world, for the Ph ni 
most wretched upon earth. He did it for you indeed, but he did % 


for them,—for all the outcast and the dispersed children of Adam 


not think, therefore, that these persons are unworthy of your aiaet 
attention. Christ died fur them and he loves them; and if you wi)... 
do so too, he will be d:spleased with you, and will not bless yon 
much as if you were more kind!y disposed towards them. ain 

And think, too, if you were in their situation, and they in yours. wis. 
you would wish them to do for you. Suppose you were poor, and ‘a vs 
kind parents to instruct you, and who could not or would not take ay 
Church. Suppose you could get nu knowledge and were forced ty « 
company with bad people all the day,—and suppose you say : a 
others who had every thing they wanted, and more than they way 
would you not think that they might spare a little at least to make yoy 
good and happy? If you would feel so, then you ought to do the same 
to them, for the bible says, whatsoever ye would that others shou|: 
unto you, do ye even the same to them, 

Will you not then come and cast your mite into the treasury of : 
Lord? I am persuaded that every child who has the abiltiy, and » 
possessed of the least good feeling, will do so most cheerfully. It is 
dicative of our benevolence,—it is'well pleasing in the sight of G 
Suppose, my dear children, that you knew of a family where there we: 
many younger than yourselves, who were perishing with cold and hunger, 
whilst you were warmly clad and had more food than you could us 
would you not be moved with compassion towards them! Would \ 
not pity their hard fate? Would you not go to them and speak to them in 
the kindest manner, and relieve their necessities so far as it might be | 
your power? If you would, then remember that there are many who ar 
perishing for the bread of life,—who are going to ruin for want of pro- 
per instruction and guidance,—and whom you may be the means of aid. 
ing by connecting yourself with this Society. Come then and unite your. 
self with those persons who desire to do good unto their fellow beings. 
By actingyso you will not only be laboring with the virtuous in this word, 
but you will also connect yourseli with the powers on High; for they are al 
anxious to promote the welfare of the human race. And what more glory 
than to be on the side of God and to be laboring in the same cause wit) 
Jesus Christ?) What more noble, what more elevating, than to be asse- 
ciated with the pure and holy spirits in their acts of mercy to mankind! 
This would seem to be reward sufficient, to be associated with the greatest 
and best of Beings in the aniverse in the same cause of benevolence, Bu 
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el] more is in reserve for the righteous and charitable. Hereafter, per- 
- . when you grow large, you may learn something of the good Which 
aoe -enile Society has accomplished. And when you come to lie upon 
epee of death, how delightful it will be for you to think that you have 
7” been entirely useless in the world! How pleasant it will be to reflect 
sd you have been the means of blessing some one! How much more 
jelightful to remember that you have expended your a for the good 
of others, than to have wasted it in unprofitable toys 4 And in eternity, 
when you come to stand before the judgment bar of God, perhaps some 
one will be found there who will be indebted to you for his everlasting 
clvation. Whilst he will ascribe all the glory to Christ, he will still hee 
Lnowledge that you were the instrument, in the Saviour’s hands, of deli- 
vering bin from ruin and making him a child of Heaven. And then, per 
haps, you will sit down beside the pure river of the waters of life Which 
dows forth from the throne of God, to rejoice together in your happiness ; 
and with hearts of rapture and with harps of gold, may sing together in 
harmony forever the song which St. John heard the angels sing in Heaven, 
Saying, worthy art thou, for thou wast slain and hast redeemed us to God 
by thy blood, out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation, and 
hast made us unto God kings and priests. O what a glorious reward of well- 
doing will this be! Methinks you would be willing to give all the gold 
and honors and luxuries of the world for such a feeling and for such enjoy- 
ment! I think you ought to be ready to surrender every thing for such 
a promised reward! And do,you not think sotoo?) Do you not think it 
would make you much happier in Heaven to meet there a soul that you had 
assisted to get there, than to see it in the gloomy regions of woe, among 
the moans and wailings of the wicked! Enter then upon a course of re- 
livious and charitable conduct, and the reward shall be yours. For we are 
assured by the bible, that he who converteth a sinner shall save a soul from 
death, and they that turn many to righteousness shall shine as stats in the 
firmament forever and ever. May God then dispose the heart of each 
and ell of you, my dear young friends, to engage in this good work; and 
may he incline us all to regard the interests of our souls and the welfare 
of his Church, that we may be exalted at last to reign with him through 
the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, our most blessed Lord and 
Saviour ! 

LQ 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON SCANDAL. 


In the 23d chapter of Exodus, at the Ist verse are these words “ Thou 
shalt not raise a false report.” 

If according to St. Matthew, xii. 36, our Saviour has said for “ every 
idle word we shall give an account in the day of judgment,” what shall 
become of those murderous words, which slay the character, destroy the 
happiness, and undermine the peace of such as unfortunately come 
within the reach of their sting! Shall they think you, pass unrecog- 
nized when we are assembled, in one unnumbered multitude of all 
people and nations and tongues to hear the eternal sentence of Jehovah, 
that stands written in joyful or fearful record for us iv the Book of Life 
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If there is a condemning account upon its leaves, there it mus r 
nothing but the blood of Jesus could have washed it oy * "Pri . 
will be too late for even that to save us, because from that ba; a nen hi 
hour there is no appeal. With the grave will cease al] lee cok "| 
efforts te gain a refuge beneath the cross, “for as the tree fall allah » ; 
shall it lie,” and there is neither knowledge, nor device, nor en 
in the tomb to which. we haste. “ By the words shalt thoy hese 
and by the words shalt thou be condemned,” is the law; as ete r 


by our great lawgiver and judge. Is it of no Importance then, whe. 
we take heed to our expressions or not? Is it of no consequence i 
which seale of the balance our evil communications are placed _ “ ) 


are we satisfied in this life to undergo the idle or worse, the vicious te, 
pensities of the little member which St. James calls “a fire, a oe y ' 
iniquity, an unruly evil, full of deadly poison” at the vast dish 2 Ay 7 
punishment in a long eternity. To how many has this “tittle mem : 


proved in reality a ‘deadly poison!” How many hearts bleed ;, | 
secret over the envenomed sting of a slanderous tongue! How man 
fair scenes of Eden-like happiness, are blasted and defaced by “, f 7 
report!” Often the uufounded destroyer has had wings lent to its nate 
ral speed, by our idle and careless talking, or by a fondness for pows 
and this too without one unamiable motive on our part, for repeating . 
Yet are we less blamable, if through our instrumentality such a rep 
gains credit, to the injury of either the character, or reputation, or hap. 
piness of a fellow being? Will the worldly, and ready excuse “ I hear; 
at avail in the last day to save us from the penalty incurred by its gui\r 
repetition?’ There are solemn considerations, te be weighed serious!y 
and constantly. Even if we have no compunction for the crime cor: 
mitted against our neighbor’s best and dearest feelings, do we not fear 
to offend God whose benevolence causes him to love every thing he bas 
created? And will he not avenge the evil done to the creatures he has 
made and redeemed and sanctified ? Moses says “Thou shalt not raise 
a false report!’’ to this he has added “ Keep thou from a false matter, 
and the innocent and the righteous slay thou not!” And is it in defiance 
of this holy lesson that we venture to assault our neighbor, by unfounded 
and injurious reports? We trifle with a momentous injury. Do we 
know that deceitful lips the Lord shall cut off? And again “ Itisa 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of God, for our God is a consuming 
fire?’ Who is the perfect man to whom promises of protection ani 
encouragement are given? “ Lord who shall dwell in thy tabernacle 
or who shall rest upon thy holy hill?! Even he that leadeth an uncor- 
rupt life, and doeth that which is right, and speaketh the truth from, his 
heart. He that hath used no deceit in his tongue, nor done evil to his 
neighbor, and hath not slandered his neighbor. Whoso doeth these 
things shall never fall.” 
Let us inquire what may strictly be termed Slander, and in how 
at a degree of scandal is less criminal. Slander, correctly speaking, 
is a “ false report,” raised from malice, or envy, or jealousy, witha view 
to blast the character, or hopes of some one we cannot otherwise punish. 
It is like a pestilential breeze that bears to the bosom which inhales tt 
disease or death! It blights the smile upon the lip of innocence, and 
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the bloon upon the cheek of virtue! It comes likea “ thief in 
‘ unseen and unsuspected, and steals away the casket of our 
ydden jewels, but it is more rapacious than the midnight robber, for he 
". only the sordid dross of this world’s perishable goods, while 
~~ ler robs the rich treasury of the mind of its peace, casts a shadow 
oer life's brightest horizon, and seuds many once happy spirits, like 
gutcasts, to wander far from the sacred enjoyment of home ! Such 
slander! That vice which has called down the threatenings of the 
Almighty, and which has brought in its train sorrows and trials, and 
anguish to many a breast which knew not ere it approached, that sighs 
and tears were the allotted portion of our race, Scandal is scarcely 
jess pernicious in Its effects, slunder forges the tale which scandal circu- 
late! Where is the difference in the eye ofa pure and holy God? Is 
the heart less wounded or the reputation less blighted because you did 
not frst proclaim the report?) Does it matter where the first seeds 
of disease were sowed, when the fatal malady has spread to every part 
of the system! Or 1s It of any avail to know where the first spark was 
lighted when the whole building is enveloped in the destructive flame? 
No! the sting once inflicted from the “deadly poison” of the tongue, it 
matters little to the sufferer whose heart framed, or whose lip propa- 
gated the envenomed tale! 
~ There are many who from a mere habit of gossiping, repeat day after 
day whatever reaches them in the form of mews, and unhappily it too 
ofien receives a zest from being something againstfour fellow creatures, 
and itis therefore told in whispering accents of caution and secrecy, 
aud with a thousand injunctions to silence. But those who love to listen 
to scandal are ever found ready to repeat it, and the half promised 
fidelity is soon forgotten when eu opportunity offers for telling some 
new thing, at the same time the raised hand, and uplifted eye, of wonder 
and commiseration would lead the inexperienced to be assured of the 
deep sympathy felt for the offender, but an habitual tale-bearer feels no 
suc emotions, he glories in being the frst to spread abroad the exciting 
news of a brother’s fall, and gladly points the finger of reproach towards 
him whom he is enjoined to “love as himself.” How humiliating is 
the idea that the faults of those around us should so frequently form the 
subject of our most animated conversations! ‘ Were we to speak less 
of persons and more of things, we should not so often be found condemn- 
ing our neighbor,” is a wise remark and happy would it be for us, for 
them and for society, if we as strictly searched out the good traits in the 
characters of those about us, and dwelt on them to our own edification 
and their honor, as we now do on the evil which, in a greater or less 
wr, abides in every heart! Let us bear in mind the golden rule, 
“VO unto others as you would they should do unto you,” and half the 
idle remarks which lead to scandal, and half the scandal whiéh leads to 
wretcheduess, will be crushed in the bud. Remember, there is no 
character so perfect that it cannot be injured, and then fancy it to be 
yourself who is wounded and traduced. Imagine your heart-burnings 
your mortifications, your humbled spirit, your broken hopes, aud the 
scenes of innocent enjoyment destroyed, by the blighting mildew of a 
slanderous tongue! Think if you have fallen from your high estate in 
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Uy 
any one point, how aggravating to your soul, already bendiy o hy 
its load of conscious guilt, would be the sneering lip, nd 
communication of your error “from house to house.” Think 4 
trusted friends alienated from you by the reports in circy}ay, nk ™ 
averted eye of such as love to gaze upon you with aflectianar, 
of the fearful caution of those who would still cling to you n 


evil report and through good report,” yet dread the imputati 
ing in your sin! and when you have taken all these considerati»y 
to your own heart, and felt how utterly thankless life woukd 4, 
overwhelmed with unkindness and the ills brought upon you by | 
careless or the vicious, then let the situation of those around , pass | “ 
your view in the clear mirror which charity ever holds to your eve 

if there is a spot or blemish in the picture it presents, cast ; 

over the shade, and strive to let the brighter portion of the flee, th 
a light upon the defect and soften it. Drag not to publi » inspect 
weaknesses which are to be found in every “character, rathe r cover | 
with the shield which “ brotherly kindness” places in your hand, 

if there are some less willing than yourself to lean to pity’ 8 Side. « 
come full of the importance of a bearer of new s, and they wor 

your ear and sully your heart by tales of scandal, show by your wayi). 
ingness to listen to them, how distasteful the atene: is, rebuke the 1 
derous disposition, and if you cannot thus stop the torrent whi 
madly rushes down, sweeping away in its unpity Ing course, ho) 
piness, and perhaps life itself, withdraw from the society of the sla 

for the scripture g gives an express injunction, ‘Come ve ou t from am 
them, and be ye separate, for what communion hath light with ¢ vith 7 
And never Jet the consideration be out of yonr mind, that a man 
acter is dearer to him than his life, and before you venture to re 
even carelessly and without a shadow of malice, any report \\ 

injure, pause and ask yourself what the consequences might be to oth 
cpg: weigh well the importance that may be attached to it, 

- yourself also, if the pleasure to be derived from being able to tell 
the news first or at all, is to be obtained at the expense of assistit 
spread abroad a rumor, which may have originated in the malic: 
vention of a hidden foe, and may prove as unfounded as it is cruel, 
if it be true, which may involve the reputation and happiness of mery, 
and perhaps though true, the sin, has been long and deeply repented, 
and Christ has washed it out with his blood, and why renew tl 
of again exposing tothe public eye the forgotton and forgiven error! 

Guarded by these motives, aided and str ngthened by that love to G 
which purifies the heart, and sanctified by his Holy Spirit, through wi 
we are enabled to attain that heavenly chi ity which “thinketh no ev 
we may go on our way in peace, calm and contenicd, knowing we har e 
not broken the law proclaimed from Mount Sinai in terrible thundering 
“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.” And when We 
world and all its vain glory, and folly, and sinfulness shall fade away, 
we pass from life to eternity, we shall find ourselves suited to the society 
of those pure spirits who rejoice over the good, and who never think of evs 
in their holy dwelling-place, but whose songs of praise rise more and m0! 
joylully as they see the gates of Paradise open to receive te rej cuieh! 
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oer, Let us too, learn to rejoice in the same exalted strains when we 
ae theet around us, though guilty once, now turning from their iniquity, 
7 let us be ever ready to stretch forth the hand of affection and draw 
aaa into the ark of refuge, as Noah did the dove of old, after they have 
qvesea the wild waters of this troublesome life, vainly seeking for some 
weting-place fur their souls. Why should we shut the door of hope to 
them ! “Will they not perish on the tempestuous billows? Let not our’s 
ve the uplifted arm to drive them from the sanctuary of repentance, Let 
‘be world, the unthinking, the self-righteous, go on from day to day con- 
jemning and slandering their fellow-men. Be ours that holier task of 
cueltering them from “ false reports,” or forgiving them when wrong, then 
we may inherit the promise which Christ has given. “ Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the peace-makers, for 
‘hey shall be called the children of God.” | 
: A SISTER IN THE GOSPEL. 

-Coo—- 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


LCTURES OF A PASTOR.—Lextune XI." 
Miscellaneous evivences of the truth of the Holy Bible. 

In former Lectures, what are called the external and internal evidences 
of the Bible were reviewed. ‘The evidences, to which we now invite 
attention, are of a mixed character, belonging strictly to neither the ex- 
ternal or the internal class, and theretore are denominated miscellaneous. 
We name 1. ‘The perfect character of our Lord Jesus Christ. Neither 
in life or history do we meeta faultless character. We meet it not even 
in works of imagination, for man seems incapable of even conceiving of 
such a character. The very idea of it must have had a divine source, and 
as the person in whom this idea was embodied was divine, so in the reve- 
lation of him to mankind we trace the hand of the divinity. 

2, We refer to the wonderful preservation of the holy volume. ‘ Not 
one syllable,” remarked a learned man, “penned by the eight obscure 
authors of the Scriptures of the New Testament, received by the Church 
as canonical at the death of St. John, has been /ost during the course of 
eighteen centuries. Yet of the histurical works of Tacitus, Ac/f at least 
are wanting; out of the one hundred and forty-four books of Livy, only 
thirty-five exist; the collections of Atticus have entirely perished; the 
orations of 'lortensius are known only through the a//usrons of his rival; and 
the literary fame of the Great Dictator survives but in two narratives, one 
of which has been sometimes doubted.” This argument is thus forcibly 
stated by Horne. ‘ Their astonishing and (we may say) miraculous pre- 
servation, is a strong instance of God’s providential care, a constant sanc- 
tion and confirmation of the truth contained in them, continued by him 
without intermission in all ages of the Church. Whence comes it, that 
while the histories of mighty empires are lost in the waste of time, the 
very names of their founders, conquerors, and legislators are consigned 
with their bodies tu the silence and oblivion of the grave? Whence comes 
it that the history of a mean insignificant people, and the settlement of 
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* Lecture X, was published in the Gospel Messenger for Octover. 
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God’s Church, should from its very beginning, which is cooeya) ,. 
world itself, to this day remain full and complete? Whence conies i ; 
nothing is left of innumerable volumes of philosophy and polite jj, of 
in the preservation of which the admiration and care of 4) a 
seemed to conspire, and that the Scriptures have, in spite of al | 
tion, come down to our time entire and genuine? During the " 
the Urim and Thummim, the ark itself, and every glory of 1), j 
worship was lost; during the profanation of Antiochus (1 Mace. j. :». - 
whosoever was found with the book of the law was put to death, ay... 
book that could be found, burned with fire ; the same impious artifice we. 
put in practice by several Romans emperors during their perseeyyion. 

the Christians, especially by Dioclesian, who triumplied in his syyo, ; 
success agaist them. After the most barbarous havoc of them, hyo j..., 

an edict, commanding them, on pain of death under the most crue} f.., | 
to deliver up their Bibles. Though many complied with this sayy), 
edict, the greater part disregarded it; and notwithstanding these. : 
numberless other calamities, the sacred volumes have survived, piu 
uncorrupted to the present time. It is not necessary to mention that mor 
than Egyptian darkness, which overwhelmed religion for several ce, 
ries; during which any falsification was secure, especially jn th. () 
Testament, the Hebrew language being entirely unknown to all jy 
Jews; and yet they have, in spite of their prejudices, preserved with sery, 
pulous care even those passages which most confirm the Chiristiag pe 
gion; the providence of God having been graciously pleased to moi, 
their blinduess a standing evidence of the truth of the Scriptures, ; 
their obstinacy an instrument to maintain and promote his doctrine 
his kingdom. To this may be added, the present low state of w 
Churches, and the total annihilation of others, of which nothing now re. 
mains but the Scriptures, translated for their use; happy in this respect, tha 
their particuliar misfortune is a service to the general cause, inasniuch as 
so many copies in so many diflerent languages, preserved under so man) 
untoward circumstances, and diflering from each other in no essentia, 
point, area wonderful proof of their authenticity, authority and divinity. A\ 
the designs of the enemies of the Scriptures, whether ancient or moder, 
have been defeated.” 

3. We refer to the beneficial effects of the Holy Bible. We migix 
conclude from the nature of its doctrines and precepts, that the belie! 
and practice of them could not but have a beneficial operation on the ind:- 
vidual who held and observed them, and on the community of which } 
was a member. Take for example the doctrine of the omnipresence of 
God, and the precept, do unto others as you would have them do unto you, 
what a restraint on evil, what an incentive to good is the former, and how 
just, yea how generous is the latter adapted to make men, “If” says 
Rosseau, “all were perfect Christians, individuals would do their duty; 
the people would he obedient to the laws; the chiefs just; the may 
trates incorrupt; the soldiers would despise death; and there would » 
neither vanity or luxury in sucha state.” But let us advert to facts bear- 
ing on our subject. “ Polygamy has been abolished, and divorce ts pet 
mitted,—not to gratify the levity, caprice, or profligacy of either party, 
(for in Rome at least the women also had the power of divorce, wher 
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-- ficentiousness Was equal to that of the men,) but only in the case of 
om “a ess to the nuptial vow.” = ** The harshness of parental authority 
eimai : the barbarous practice of exposing or depriving of life 

ik. deformed, or helpless children (winch was sanctioned by the laws 
aed states) has been abolished, and hospitals have been instituted for 
S pore Abner 4 of deserted children; and what was then deemed a wise 
shal expedient to rid the state of useless and troublesome members, is 

‘ustly considered and punished as the most atrocious of crimes. And 

Ot wacoutrolled power, which was possessed by fathers and husbands, 
“ which rendered the condition of sons mace than that of slaves, and 
exposed wives to the most cruel trontanent has been anuthilated. os Our 
own times have witnessed another triumph of Christian benevolence, in 
che eflurts made to extirpate (at least in this country and in France) 
the infamous traffic in human beings : the success ut which efforts is to lhe 
ascribed solely to the influence of Christianity in directing public opinion.” 
«The heathens had no public places for the accommodation of the sick, 
the poor, the widow, or the orphan, nor was there a single hospital in the 
«hole heathen world: whereas evcry Christian country abounds with chari- 
table institutions for those humane purposes.” “ It is true that, froma false 
notion of honour, duels continue to be fought, often for the most frivolous 
or imaginary aflronts ; but these are not chargeable to the Gospel, which 
ruhibits murder of every kind: and the men who engage in such duels, 

shew bY their conduct that, though they may profess and call themselves 
Christians. THEY ARE TOTALLY DESTITUTE oF CurisTIAN PRINCIPLE, and 
act in utter disregard of the laws of a Christian country, (at least of this 
country,) which prohibit them under severe penalties’? “ Wherever 
(Christain missionaries have gone the most barbarous heathen nations have 
become civilized. Some of them were cannibals; others worshipped their 
swords as gods; and all of them offered human victims to their idols. 
The ferocious became mild; those who prowled about for plunder, ac- 
quired settled property, as well as a relish for domestic happiness ; per- 
sons who dwelt in caves or huts, learned from missionaries the art of build- 
ing; they who fed on raw flesh, applied to agriculture ; men who had been 
clothed in skins, and were strangers to manufactures, enjoyed the com- 
forts of apparel: and the violent and rapacious renounced their rapine 
and plunder. The various tribes that inhabited Germany, ceased to sa- 
crifice men after the introduction of Christianity; nor were the Huns 
strangers to the difference of right and wrong, alter they embraced it.’’ 
“The well-informed lawyer must respect Christianity for the numerous 
benevolent laws to which it gave rise: and every man who has read 
(however slightly) the laws of the emperors Theodosius, Justinian, and 
Charlemagne, or the codes of the Visigoths, Lombards, Anglo-Saxons, 
and other barbarous nations, must venerate Christianity as the source of 
many just and merciful laws, which were totally unknown to polished as 
well as civilized pagans.” ‘*!n North America, in South America also, 
in the East Indies and China, wherever Christianity has been carried, it 
has abolished human sacrifices, and all the barbarous practices mentioned 
in the former part of this work ; and has diffused the blessings of civili- 
zation together with the glad tidings of salvation.” “ The beneficial effects 
of the Gospel, indeed, are felt even in Mohammedan countries: for all 
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the best moral precepts of the Koran are taken, without ack nowled 
from the Scriptures. Where it agrees with them, it tends to ae Meng 
man happiness: where it differs from them, it is generally a ,},, aos ~ 
falsehoods, contradictions, and absurd fables, that will not bea; mn Sod) 
examination. As, however, recent FACTS most powe rfully arrest as, we 
we shall adduce one instance more of the glorious triumph of ( 
ity over paganizm, which has been achieved in our own time. jy 
populous islands of the southern Pacific Ocean, through the div; ine ites 
ing on the uuwearied labors of missionaries. Men, devoted to jn, 
rance, cruel, profligate, and ungodly, have been so changed in thei, 
and lives, as to become virtuous and useful members of soc iety ; and 
thousand adult persons (besides their children,) who a few y, nn eat 
were enveloped in error, sensuality, and idolatry, have been tuppeq «. 
dumb idols to serve the living and true God. Public, social, ang don 
worship are universal, and private devotion is supposed to be alm 
versal.’’* 

4. We refer to the successful progress of the religion of the } 
There was a time when the disciples of Christ were sc: rcely more in) 
ber than a large family. Ar the time of his ascension they number ‘on 


“ 


bi » 


one hundred andtwenty. At present they are numbered by hundreds ¢ 


millions. If since the time of Constantine the temporal advantaves » 
embracing this faith will in some smail measure explain its successfy! ; 


gress, how is it that before his conversion, when the the disc iples wer: per. 
secuted even unto death, they were so numerous and so ¢ onstantly increas. 
ing. The learning, the influence, the eloquence of the early preacher 
will not account for their success, for they werc, with the single e Xcepti 

of St. Paul, uneducated, poor, obscure men, armed with no other elo. 
quence than that of simple truth, and principles which touched the coy. 
science. The extended and extending empire of Christianity, whey 
we consider the character of their preachers, the bitter persecutions they 
encountered, not from the people only, but from the wise and great alse 

and the natural enmity of the human heart to the doctrines it discloses 
and the duties it enjoins, cannot be accounted for without supposing that 
the Almighty, by his providence and grace favored this cause, resisted it 
enemies, whiie he cuided, and animated and assisted its friends. 

5. We refer to four sales or marks of truth laid down by we 
which we shall see do apply to the religion of the Bible, and 
other whatever. ‘The rules are there,—tst. That the matters of fict be 
such, as that men’s outward senses, their eyes and ears may be judges 
of it. 2d. That it be done publicly in the face of the world. 3d. The 
not only public monuments be kept up in memory of it, but some out 
ward actions to be performed. 4th. That such monuments, and s 
actions or observances, be instituted, and do commence from the tm 
that the matter of fact was done.”” As inthe matters of fact of Moses, 
so likewise, (says this eminent man,) all these four marks do mee! 
the matters of fact which are recorded in the Gospel of our bless 
Saviour. “His works and his miracles are there said to be done pe 


*See an admirable Tract by Bishop Porteus, entitled “The beneficial fleets 
Christianity on the temporal concerns of Mankind, proved from history snd | 
facts. ” 
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ae in the face of the world, as he argued to his accusers, ‘ [ spake 
aale to the world, and in secret have | said nothing,’ (John XVill. 20.) 
‘. is told (Acts ji. 41.) that three thousand atone time; and ( Acés iv. 4.) 
r* , above five thousand at another time, were converted, upon convic- 
oa of what themselves had seen,—what had been done publicly before 
sie eye wherein it was impossible to have imposed upon them. 
Therefore here were the two first of the rules before mentioned, Then 
forthe two last: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper were instituted as 
perpetual memorials of these things; and they were not instituted in 
afer ages, but at the very time when these things were said to be done ; 
and have been observed without interruption, in all ages through the 
whole Christian world, down all the way from that time to this. And 
Christ himself did ordain apostles and other ministers of his Gospel, to 
reach and administer the sacraments; and to govern his Church: and 
that ‘always, even to the end of the world.’ Accordingly, they have 
continued by regular succession, to this day: and, no doubt, ever shall, 
white the earth shall last. So that the Christian clergy are as notorious 
g watter of fact, as the tribe of Levi among the Jews. And the Gos- 
pe! is 88 much a law to the Christians, as the book of Moses to the Jews: 
ani it being part of the matters of fact related in the Gospel, that such 
an order of men were appointed by Christ, and to continue to the end 
{the world; consequently, if the Gospel was a fiction, and invented 
(a it must have been) in some ages after Christ; then, at that time 
when it was first invented, there could be no such order of clergy, as 
derived themselves from the institution of Christ; which must give the 
lie to the Gospel, and demonstrate the whole to be false. Aud the mat- 
ters of fact of Christ being insisted on as being true, no otherwise than 
as there was at that time, (whenever the Deist will suppose the Gospel 
to be forged,) not only public sacraments of Christ’s institution, but an 
order of clergy, likewise of his appointment, to administer them: and 
it being impossible there could be any such things before they were 
invented, it is as impossible that they should be received when invented. 
And therefore, by what was said above, it was as impossible to have im- 
posed upon mankind in this matter, by inventing of it in after ages, as 
at the time when those things were said to be done.” af . 
“ Now to apply what has been said. You may challenge all the Deists 
in the world to show any action that is fabulous, which has all the four 
rules or marks before mentioned. No, it is impossible. And (to resume 
little what has been spoken of before) the histories of Exodus, and the 
\ruspel, never could have been received if they bad not been true; be- 
cause the institution of the Priesthood of Levi, and of Christ; of the 
Sabbath, of the Passover, and of Circuméision; of Baptism, and of the 
Lord’s Supper, &c. are there related as descending all the way down 
irom those times, without interruption. And it is full as impossible to 
persuade men that they had been circumcised or baptized,— had circum- 
cised or baptized their children,—had celebrated passovers, sabbaths, 
‘acraments, &c. under the governmeut and administrajion of a certain 
order of priests, if they had done nene of these things, as to make them 
veleve that they had gone through seas upon dry land, seen the dead 
raised, &. And without believing these, it was impossible that either 
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the Law or the Gospel could have been received. And the try), .- 
matters of fact of Exodus and the Gospel, being no rerhentrrong | 
upon them than as they haye practised such public institutions : Cas 
pealing to the senses of mankind forthe truth of them; and mo. 
impossible for any to have vented such stories in after aves. y Pie: 
palpable detection of the cheat when first invented ; as impossibyl : 
have imposed upou the senses of mankind, at the time when such , - 
matters of fact were seid to be done.”’ pune 
TSS —eaeeeee 
NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS, 

New-York Review, Nos. 1 and 2: March and October, 1837,.—Thi. 
work supplies a desideratum in our country,—for our other Quarterly 
Reviews have a decided preference for politics, utilities, and parr 
science, and if they now and fhen notice moral science, almost renounce 
theology. We happen to know that articles which would have }, e 
welcomed, not by theologians only, but by Christians generally. _ 
been rejected by some of our leading Quarterlies. The Review bef, 
us, in this respect, resembling the ‘* British Critic,” will, if it does pe» 
prefer articles of a moral and religious tendency, allow such a fair oe 
portion of its pages. But what is of far more consequence, the character 
of its conductors, the specimen before us, and if we mistake not, thy 
prospectus issued some time ago, are a pledge that the tone of the work 
will be decidedly Christian, and (which ought to eusure for it the po. 
tronage of Churchmen) conformed to those views of Christian trys) 
which the friends of the Protestant Episcopal Church cherish and would 
gladly see vindicated and recommended to the reading public. If th 
work were purely literzry or scientific, or any thing else buta “Ch 
tian Review,” it would not be within the province of this humble perio- 
dical to notice it. But to sustain what we have said above, and to recom: 
mend it, and we know not any better method of doing v0, we subjom 
some quotations, with a few introductory remarks. ‘The moral and reli- 
gious tone of the work is well illustrated by the fact that of the tweive 
books reviewed in No. 1, only two, or at most three, have no relation to 
morals, and of the eleven articles in No. 2, a majority relate to works 
more or less connected with religion. But Jet the authors declare their 
views for themselves. ‘‘ Let us judge of our public men as they are; 
it will be better for them, and better for ourselves, should those to av 
thority be brought to feel, that the tribunal of public opinion will be len 
ient to houest mistake, but knows also how to be stern toward vice, Le! 
them be taught that personal unworthiness is a more grievous offence | 
the authors of all their power, than political blundering; because, the 
last betoken weakness only, while the first is the offspring of wicked- 
ness. Let them be made to understand that the people know virtue © 
be essential to the proper working of our political machine; anc ' 
they love the republic more than they do any, even the highest, ¢: 


in it.’ But they are not content with a declaration in favor ol 1 


tue in general. ‘They say they are not merely “friends of scieace, 
but “Christian Reviewers.” “ The written and unwritten laws of 


; ; 


must harmonize; and we have no fears that science will ever ¢ 
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inciple which can impair our respect for the Bible. If properly 
d, such researches will be certain to disclose new analogies be- 
ween the constitution of nature and the system of revelation, and thus 
-_ sthen the proof of their common origin.” * . “We 
save asserted our argument, not that all poetry must be religious,—but 
we the best poetry, and worthiest the name, that which enters into the 
—— of man, his passions, and affections, which represents his chare 
sor must be essentially so. Let the poet then who would write for 
an. study to be taught of Heaven. Let the envy, malice and selfish- 
ness of his disposition, be supplanted by Christian charity. | Let his life 
. the spirit of the New estament. | Let his inspiration be from 
Heaven.” And they thus expose the Anti-Christian tendency of a new 
« yhilosophy, falsely so called.” “On page 1 13,” (i. e. of Combe’s Mo- 
ral Philosophy,) “the reader will find the hints of a new theory for im- 
proving the world and rendering mankind better fitted for moral and ra- 
sonal institutions, viz., dy wmproving their brains. The author appears 
to think that some method may be discovered for “enlarging the moral 
snd intellectual organs,” a sure consequence of which would be a rapid 
progress among all those thus “enlarged,” in the arts of civilization. 
Mothers, therefore, may hope for the invention of 2 phrenological instru- 
ment which, being applied to the heads of their infants, will enable them 
to prevent the growth of the propensities, and to push the mass of brain 
towards the frontal and coronal regions, until those infauts are made as 
mach wiser and better than their fathers as said fathers will permit,— 
vay, we should not be surprised, if, among the visions which Mr. Combe 
lasts of having enjoyed from “ the Pisgah of Knowledge,” (p. 24) one 
should have been a contrivance for producing at pleasure, (a given mass 
of intant’s brains being furnished,) the head of a Howard, a Newton, or 
a Shakspeare. It must be admitted, that such a mode of manufactur- 
ing great men is much to be preferred to the toilesome one contemplated 
by our schools and churches ; and with a sufficient number of the pro- 
posed instruments, it is evident that the world might be regenerated in 
a much shorter space of time than is generally imagined.” But we have 
to show that our reviewers take still higher ground, and appear before 
us not merely as “those who profess and call themselves Christians,” 
but as Protestant Episcopalians. Of a late work they say,—* Its reli- 
gious views are defective. There are several conversations on this sub- 
ject, which sound too much like Unitarian preaching. We never quar- 
rel with a book because it is nota religious one; but, if it does talk re- 
iigion, we want it done in an orthodox manner,”’—and still more expli- 
ctly “as Churchmen we thank God for the singnal favor he has shown 
to the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States. As a speci- 
men of the empartiality of the work we would refer to the article on the 
“Kehgious Opinions of Washington,’’—of its spirit to the “ Critical 
Notices,”"—and of its ability to the article on Jefferson, which is worthy 
of a place in any Review. We are glad to have a copy of the register 
of Washington’s baptism, as it marks the good old custom, which we 
hope will be persevered in, of putting on record the names of the God 
Father and God Mother. 
GOS, MESS,, VOL. XiV., NO. 10. 39 
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Studies and Discipline of the Flushing Institute, L. I. \s 





happy to understand from this pamph! that the school ret 
(among the very few in our country whic. >*'es Christian | 
and discipline, special objects of attention,) is.) > prosperous eo 


and has a fair prospect of soon rising ii!) college. |; } 
claim on the favor of Episcopalians, as Citis!'snity will be 
conformity to the views of it which they profess. No sci 
country,, we are persuaded, offers higher advantages for ay, 
Mathematical and Classical education, and as to a far mor. 
matter, we are informed, “‘ The peculiarly Christian instruc) 
in connexion with Christian discipline, forms the great objec, ‘ 
school, will be continued through all the classes. It will be eo: 
systematically in the study of the Scriptures, and of the (| 
chism. But for the most part it will be given incidentally 
ally, as suggested by occasions and circumstances. | ‘he: sta 
while it will be formally exhibited at the proper times, it is |i 
never be out of sight in the examples and pervading spirit of the | 
tute.” Parents will be requested to remove the pupils whose ex», 
is bad—each boy must bring a bible and prayer-book—discre: 
be exercised in giving or withholding periodicals and news) 
rected to a pupil—visits are not received on Sunday. The s, 
principles are: “ To adhere to unqualified truth in all intercourss 
the Principals and Instructors, as well as with one another; To re: 
obedience without reservation to all in authority in the Institution: s 
credly to respect the rights and property of one another; To 
from profane and obscene language; To be careful of personal , 
ness; To do violence to no one; Never to leave the bounds wi 
permission from the Principals or Instructer acting in their ploe 
A Sermon, containing an incidental reference to the wreck of the Stea 
| Packet ** Home: Preached in St. Paul’s Church, Augusta, G 
tH} Sunday, October 22d, 1837, by the Rev. Edward E. Ford, Rector 
Paul’s Church, Augusta, Ga. Published at the request of the Vetry— 
It appears that seven members of St. Paul’s Church, Augusta, v 
brought to a sudden death by the loss of the ‘ Home,” and it » 
natural as it was proper that the Rector should have adverted to s 
markable and admonitory a dispensation of Divine Providence. 
text, Psalm xciv. 12, is illustrated by a single position which is ful’ 
veloped, viz :—the support under affliction afforded in the word ot ' 
to believers, and the following valuable, practical and touching rema’ 
are made, with which we gladly enrich our pages. “ As it is by 
stant, and frequently painful, exercise, in childhood, that the ply 
and intellectual powers are fitted to discharge the functions of n 
life, so the affliciinns of the present life, which is but the early clic 
of that existence on which the believer has entered, are wisely desiz™ 
through the exercise of which they subject his faith, to strengthen a 
mature in his soul the germs of holiness. From the same source, 
also learns that he has inherited a fallen and corrupt nature ; a nal’ 
prone to the objects of sense, and averse to spiritual pursuits: 2 . ; 
before he can be won over to the pursuit of those less congenial an¢! 
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emote objects and interests which address themselves only to faith, the 
enchantment of earthly things has to be broken by frustration and disap- 
iotment; yea, that even the pure enjoyments connected with earthly 
 sondship, So apt to awaken in the heart a degree of devotion, which 
“++ wrong the claim of its Maker, that even these must at times be 
_yped of their insidious influence by the stroke of Death: which is 
-ommissioned to tear from his embrace some beloved friend, the more 
“fectually to point his bereaved spirit to that inexhaustible fountain of 
happiness Which alone can satisfy the boundless desires of the human 
cai Thus taught * out of God’s holy word,” the believer, in view of 
»is liability to afflictions, is enabled, even in tranquil anticipation of 
‘hom, to reflect with Job,—** When He hath tried me I shall come forth 
: eold,’—and so likewise when emerging from their fiery furnace, to 
iook back upon his experience of their sanctified effects, and acknow- 
1 will ledve, with the Psalmist,—“ it was good for me that I have been af- 
Instj. dicted: for before I was afflicted [ went astray, but now have I kept 
thy word.” ” ° ‘‘T look in front of me, two or three pews 
from the channel, and I see, there, a vacant seat, that was wont to be 
occupied by a young, lovely, and interesting female, an habitual wor- 
shipper in our congregation.* O ravenous, insatiate billows! Could not 
youth, beauty, delicacy,—could not genius, intelligence, and piety,— 
| could not the anticipated pangs of tne hearts of bercaved parents, bro- 
; Me thers, sisters, friends, in the home of her nativity,—nor the tears of ten- 
der sympathy, from those, in this land of her adoption, whom her many 
excellences had taught to love her even as with the love of kindred,— 
thou could not all suffice to stay your fearful onset! Gentle, departed spi- 
rit! can we forget that time, when our own hand beckoned thee up to 
| that sacred altar, there to ratify, in the pious sincerity of thy young heart, 
Sea the solemn baptismal vow by which thou hadst been dedicated to that 
gracious Redeemer who bought thee with his blood! And O! in that 
distracting moment when thy tender and delicate frame was going down 
— amidst the roar of the waters, say, did not memory bear tee back, too, 
wert to this familiar spot, and to that consecrated hour,—and did not some 
Nas a8 gentle, heavenly whisper soothe thee with the blessed assurance, that 
i that venerated voice was heard in heaven, which then besought thy God, 
< ‘that thou migitest continue his forever, and come at last to his everlast- 
ny & ing kingdom.’ * * “ Lot the subjects of these chastisements go on in faith 
|G to that throne of grace, which that word discloses, aud to which it invites 
them; and there let them pour out the sorrows of their hearts to that now 
con risen and ascended Saviour, whom, as having once felt them himself, they 
} s can the nore easily conceive of, as sympathizing in the sorrows and afflic- 
, tions of humanity: and above all, let them Icarn; from that word, by a life 
Iheod of faith, of penitence and of holiness, to secure to themselves, when they 
igned shall be called to follow their departed friends, a lodgment in those 
n and realms of unbroken and undying bliss, from which every grief and every 
_ ppetatment, all tears and sighs and sorrows, shall be forever ban- 
; isned, 
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She received Confirmation 1834, from Bishop Bowen. 
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Water Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. Scripture argurpens, 
half of the perpetual obligation of these Ordinances, by Is 
of Manchester, England, and Elisha Bates, of Olio; an % , 
tional remarks, by Jota: Philadelphia, Slavely, 1837.—Am ne 
of the times favorable to the progress of the truth of God, iy sho. 
of God, with which the present day is signalized, we cannot | 
the important event implied in the title of the book above na 
an anomaly does it present ! The sacraments practically vin i 
Friend; a Quaker arguing with straitforward simplici ity, in bel 
ordinance often denounced as a “ begyurly element,’  unfound ded in 
and inimical to godliness. What a testimony too is hes re presented 
force of truth, and the power of facts! A mature and strong | 
long disciplined to argument and controversy, —a Irader in the () 
Israel, bowing tu the supremacy of truth, dragging his prejudices 
altar and slaying them there; not only abandoning the theory su 
in with his mother’s milk, but boldly following out the guidance 
enlightened conscience, by immediate submission to the rite 
pleads a Saviour’s comand. apostolic sanction, and the unifor 
tice of the Christian church in every age. We hail the event asa: 
and earnest that a gracious Providence will bring out of the | 
distraction of our brethreu in the Society of Friends, some 
to glorify himself and his blessed Gospel; and that the spirit of 
and earnest inquiry which is brooding over the long stagnant wat 
their peculiar system, will eventuate in awakening many to right 
ness, and lead many pious, but enthralled and dissatistied seeker: 
fountains which aflurd more accessib le, and more refreshing wat 
We have no idea that Eli hi Bates will, or can stop at the point |i 
reached. In his letter he avows the design and desire to adhere t 
Society, alleging that by submitting to baptism, he his not domme | 
to its doctrine or its discipline.—Pretestant Episcopalian. 
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SELECTIONS. 


FUNERAL CUSTOMS 


The undersigned respectfully solicit the attention of the Congren. 
tions generally, of which they are the stated Ministers, in this City, » 
the following suggestions, relative to some customs still extensively | 
served at Funerals, and which they, in common with many individu 
with whom they have conversed ou the subject, are desirotis to see u» 
continued. 

The customs to which we allude are, that of giving hat-bands of cr 
to be worn by friends and acquaintances generally, at funerals; 
also of giving silk scarfs and gloves to ministers and pall-bearers; a 
that of having waiting women to precede the corpse to the Church 
grave. All these particulars of ceremony are attended with useless e 
pense ; they are unmeaning as to the character or intent of the | fuverd 
solemnity ; and they often occasion a delay of the procession from | 
house to the grave, which is a reasonable subject of complaint. 
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The use, a3 it now obtains among us, of bands of crape at funerals, is 
-« comparatively recent existence. [tis a mistake into which indivi- 


>! > . . . . . 
: “smilies have been led inadvertent!y. As existing in other 


uals aud | +a?" ae 
laces, from which it has been introduced within not many years among 
nic ‘ 7 - 


. it is the putting of bands of crape upon the hats of those, who as re- 
lgtives, OF by invitation, attend a funeral as mourn rs. Through a mis- 
conception of propriety, or perhaps, through a design not understood, 
end which these whom the occasion chiefly interests, could not be ex- 
7 eted to notice or regard, it has so obtained among us, as to invest 
with this badge of mourning not those only who are in attendance as 
ourners, but allor any others, who may happea to be present. It is thus 
os uumeaning and absurd, as itis wasteful and inconvenient. We would 
advise the total discontinuance of the custom. [fa reason for the indis- 
criminate extension of it, to which we have adverted, is, that offence 
coming from designed discrimination, can only thus be avoided, we res- 
= 
away. . 

The giving of scarfs and gloves to the attending clergy and to pall- 
bearers, is objectionable, as occasioning not unfrequently, a very incon- 
venient detention ; the undertaker having sometimes, not prepared these 
articles until the hour appointed Zor the funeral has passed. This cus- 
tom is also objectionable, as being attended like that of giving bands of 
crape, with an expense, which, however little worthy ol consideration itl 
the cases of many, is, through a mistaken scnse of proprity, or a less 
worthy motive, incurred by many others, at au inconvenience to which 
itis fur the best of reasons, improper that they should be subjected ; 
viz. because they cannot afford it. The custom is, we are aware, eveu 
amoug us, an old one, and transmitted from the immemorial example of 
funerals in England. Butif no other reason can be assigned for it than 
this, we think there is no sufficient reason for its continuance, 

The other particular to which we have referred, is that of having hired 
wailing women to precede the hearse in the procession to the grave. 
This is a circumstance strangely permitted to remain, of the long since, 
among us, at least, hanpily exploded folly, to say no more of it, of making 
the funeral a sort of banqueting scene, where cakes, coffee and wine, 
were served around among the company. The waiting women proper 
for the funeral ceremonial so characterized, have, through an oversight 
of interested design on the part of some, having to do with funeral pre- 
parations, been permitted to be had as a necessary accompaniment of 
the occasion. The absurdity of this custom is too apparent not to strike 
everyone. Itis known by us, to provoke the wouderiug inquiry, and 
even the derision, of stravgers; aud as there is no conceivable reason 
m its favor, either of appearance or convenience, we beg leave to re- 
commend the total discontinuance of it. The coffin-stools, which the 
waiters were employed also to bear into the Church, or to the side of 
the grave, being now always placed where they are needed, by the sex- 
ton, that reason for their attendance, has now no existence. 

We are not insensible to the consideration that the prejudices of a 
community in favor of long standing customs, of however little import, 
are rather to be respected than unnecessarily encroached upon. We 


t(ully suggest, that this can be completely obviated by doing it entirely 
. ¢ . - 
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think, however, that it is not unnecessary in the case to which w, 
adverting, that such prejudices, so far as they may remain a rea. 
the customs of which we have advised a discontinuance, one 7 
waived. We know by experience and information that the ,,.. 
which we allege against these customs do exist. We know pp , 
worth the name, for their continuance. If, indeed, the mora] im ‘ 
of the funeral scene would be deepened by their observance, oy 4), 
son it is suited to convey, rendered more available, we should yo 
tate to acknowledge that there existed a reason in their favor, str, 7 
than any we can adduce against them. but we are persuaded, ine | 
other hand, that the moral influence of the funeral solemnity, is impos, 
rather than promoted, by the bustle of unmeaning ceremony, and ; 
the best preparation of the feelings for the trial to which they are < 
ject, in depositing the remains of a friend or fellow mortal jy ; 
kindred earth, consists iv a simplicity which shall not unnecessarily 4. 
vert or distract the thoughts, and a stillness, which no needless fori), 
ties are permitted to disturb. 3 
Under these impressions, we submit the foregoing suggestions to y. 

consideration. We have alleged as objections to the customs we wo) 
gladly have abolished among us, both the incouvenience of time eo: 
sumed by them, and that of wasteful unnecessary expense. With regard 
to the first, we would not be understood to consider some detention » 
the scene of preparation for the funeral procession and service, to imp), 
an unprofitable consumption of time. We would recognize in the occ, 
sion, one, of moral interest to every individual who may attend at j: 
and where the religious sensibilities should be encouraged to an eyr- 
cise wholesome in its effects. We would therefore, be as much avers 
to haste at funerals, astodelay. With regard to the other particular, we 
are not willing to be understood to be the advocates of a parsimony 
which would spare any expense necessary and becoming to the last s 
honors we can do our dead. But we advise against the example of ey. 

ense, which, utterly without meaning in any case, is in the case of many, 
likely to be followed, in a manner, often, as embarrassing in its conse- 
quences, as spiritually injurious in its motives, 

[Signed by most of the City Clergy, and lately circulated.] 


ON THANKSGIVING. 
[From the Protestant Episcopalian. } 

I have been forcibly impressed with the disposition which prevails to 
too great an extent in all our parishes, to make devotion consist principsly 
of prayer; or in other words, the disposition to pray to God, but not 
give him thanks. How often are the prayers of a congregation asked in 
behalf of a person or persons going to sea, that they may have a sale 
voyage ; but how seldom is the minister asked to render thanks tor hav- 
ing had a safe return. And how often are prayers desired for a perso" 
dangerously ill; but it is seldom that gratitude is publicly expressed fo! 
recovery and preservation. How seldom do we see females presenting 
themselves to be churched, or giving public thanksgiving to Almighity 
God for a safe delivery from child-bed ; but yet they are prayed for ' 
connexion with this object every Sunday, and whenever the Litany » 
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4, So likewise, we pray “that it may please the Lord to give and 
enone to our use the kindly fruits of the earth, so that in due time we 
ay enjoy them.” And we are in ten thousand ways the recepients of 
- * oadness every moment that we live. We have the annual change 
yh sons bringing with them seed time and harvest, and a variety of 
« rer benefits, and blessings. We have a land of freedom, plenty, 
Coe bristieity, and are called upon by every object in creation, to 
pore the Lord for his great goodness to the unworthy children of men; 
but how little disposition have we to praise God. We unite in the 
veneral thanksgiving, to be sure; this is a matter of course, it being in- 
ne with the other prayers. But may we not ask, how many congre- 
aations keep the annual thanksgiving day! Very few indeed, compared 
which the whole number; and those that do, are principally in our cities. 
We often hear our country clergy, and our country laity descant on the 
advantages of a country residence,—its adaptedness to excite in us feel- 
ings of devotion and gratitude, and to make us feel our dependence on 
Cod. But we have practical evidence of this, when they keep no thanks- 
wine day, though the church has called them to this duty, and provided 
- orviee fur its due celebration. Ought it to be so? “ Ought all our 
Jevotion to consist in prayer? Shall we always think of our wants, and 
»over of his benefits; always dwelling on what remains to be done, and 
» ver thinking of what has been already done for us; always uttering 
josire, and never expressing gratitude; expending all our voice in sup- 
plication, and none of it in song ?’’ 


" 
u 





RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF COLORED PEOPLE. 


{From the Southern Churchman. } 


To every one who is at all acquainted with the slave population of our 
State, the following solemn fact must have been evident,—that although 
avery large proportion of it profess to be the followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,—yet very few indeed seem to exhibit the spirit of Christ, 
seem to be made at all better by it as regards their habits, dispositions, 
tempers, &c. And worse than all, their white brethren, fellow travel- 
lers to the same eternal world, look on with apparently the most stoical 
indifference, altogether careless whether those souls for which the Lord 
Jesus died shall be saved or lost. It is the intention of the following 
essay to account in an humble manner for this fact,—why a greater pro- 
portion of this population than any other should seem to be deceived 
with regard to their spiritual state, and to propose a remedy. It is no 
doubt the fact that in consequence of their constitutional temperament 
and ignorance combined, their feelings are inuch more easily wrought 
upon than others. During this excitement they feel that they have un- 
dergone some change, and they mistake it for the great change from 
darkness to marvellous light. ‘They also, no doubt, lay entirely too much 
stress upon certain external rites and ceremonies, and think that after 
they have been immersed, they are the elect of God, let their life be as 
bad as it may afterwards. And another reason is, that by far the greater 
part of them belong to those denominations, whose ministers not being 
as well educated as those of other denominations, place too much confi- 
dence entirely in keeping up a strong religious excitement. 1 do nut 
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wish for a momeuit to be understood as deprecating fee hing, far 
We believe “that there is no true religion without feeling, },,, 
does pot consist in feeling £ ” We all know, Mr. kd itor, that it is 
cult matte r to excite and arouse the feelings, but the diffic ulty is ne 
those feelings permanent, so that emotions may induce to act; 4 
every citizen none too hoe apt we are in moments of stron Seed 
ment, to mistake the sympathetic emotions and feelings of our joa, 
true religion, which doe s not consist In saying i Lord, Lord, | hurt 
ing the will of our Father who is m heaven.” Or to spe ak more pa 
1 believe it is because so fw of them atte oi the E 2 piscopal (" 
where, although they might even have to listen to much indi 


Tf 


preaching, yet their minds would be oe Pi ‘d on the great fund 


doctrines of religion by learning the erced, the Lord's prayer ay 
ten sentmnnienants. Their miniie need greatly to be informed Wi) ) 
gard to the fundamental principles of religion. They need some 
more than merely to have their feelings aroused; and this would |) 
dantly supplied by the volume of dee p spiritual Theology conia 
our Liturgy.” as ° “s my self am one of those who one 
yreciated entirely too lowly our spiritual and deeply devotional sepy, 
and thought as { have heard from other candidates for. the ministry; 
our church, that our religious meeting would be entirely destroyed | 
the use of any other than extempore prayer, —and lest it shou 
thought impracticable to collect a congregation of colored people, unless 
extempore pr ayer is used, I will prove that it is not so, by mentionin: 
a fact which came under my own observation. Being on a visit 
part of the Diocese where an exceedingly zealous aud truly spirit 
clergyman labors, { felt an inclination after the n 1oIning service wit! 
white congregation was concluded, to return and be present in the ey 
ning while the man of God taught the ways of righteousness and pe: 
to the poor negro. I did so, and never did 1 witness a more er: tif 
spectacle. The house was full, —and strange to tell, not a single exten 
pore prayer was used, but he went through a part of the service, the con- 
gregation ora part of it responding.” * ° “He told me, | 
think, that about two hundred generally attended his services. So that 
we see that colored congregations can be collected when no extempore 
prayer at all is used. Hie told me that they were much more intere: 
than by extempore prayer, which he used at first. If all other ministers 
of our church will only go and do likewise, by the blessing of God upon 
our delighttul Liturgy, which i is in itself, perhaps, the purest system of 
Theology next to the Bible, and especially upon the Lord’s prayer, t 
creed and the ten commandments, instead of the empty hollow sla of 
too many of these poor creatures, we shall see the richest fruits of repen- 


tance and faith.” 


FAMILY INSTRUCTION, 
[From the Gambier Observer. ] 
Mr. Editor,—Though highly pleased with the spirit of the papers on 
Sunday Schools, which I have ‘lately read in the Observer, [ am feartu! 
lest the omission of any notice of family instruction, should tend to foster 
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chat 1 believe to be too general, even among Christian parents, a ne- 
cleetof that important and interesting duty. 

Many reasons may be assigned for its neglect. I natice only two. 
Tye thinking that the Sunday School is intended as a substitute for it. 
This notion is strengthened in those who are willing to give up the reli- 
ous instruction of their children to others by the unqualified approba- 
og whieh 1s bestowed on these invaluable nurseries, and the slight no- 
cee which is taken, of what [ humbly consider of far greater moment— 
Famly Instruction, Truc, we sometimes hear the Sunday School 
at eacher tell the parents to attend to this duty, but it is not urged as a 
help to the teacher, to aid him in his labors, and only to impress more 
oermanently on the young mind what is supposed to have been first 
iarned at school. In this way the school teacher is placed far above 
the parent in point of authority, aud the instructiong of the family, in- 
stead of occupying the first place in the child’s mind, 1s thrown into the 
chade, and, with all its holy associations, forever lost. The very re- 
verse oughtto be the case. How often does the Lord say, “ Ye shall 
teach them (his commandments,) to your children.”’ 

7 | may be told, sir, that those who instruct in Sunday Schools are more 
ry competent to the task than most parents; but when speaking of Chris- 
tian parents, Iam not prepared to make any such concession; for who 
c is so capable of “ training up a child in the way he should go,’’ as those to 
nless whom he owes his being. It may be that they are not so learned, nor 
ning so fluent of speech, nor able to tell them quite so many fine things, but 
their teaching, sir, has an unction, which no Sunday School teachers 
cau ever have—tlie unction of parental tenderness, entreaty and regard. 
1 the Another cause for the neglect of this daty is the occupation of the 
eve. time which could be most advantageously devoted to it, in public social 





worship, 
ing The evening of Sunday, is doubtless, the best time, (in most cases,) 
em. for this hallowed occupation—but then many, if not most of our people, 
on- are attending social meetings. This, though it be in itself, under proper 
| ' circumstances very commendable, is, when indulged in to the exclusion 
hat of other and more important duties, highly reprehensible. I specify 
ore this time, because it seems as if it were specially adapted to such sacred 
ted purposes. “ To those,” says Dr. Abercromine, “ who are laboriously 
ers occupied on other days, there is something peculiarly and solemnly 
on valuable in the evening of the sabbath. You are not fatigued as on 
of other evenings, with the necessary lalors of the day; you have attend- 
lie ed public ministrations of religion, which have left some impression on 
of vourmind of the things which relate to your everlasting peace. Then 
b- is the time to retreat from all intrusion—to shut your door—to gather 


your family around you, and to contemplate yourself and them a@s_pass- 
ing through a scene of moral discipline to an eternal existence. Jose 
not the benefit of the precious moments ; take your children to your side, 
luld them in the arms of parental affection, and talk to them of that 


n (rod who has appointed them their lotin this world, and from whose 
' a! ae : . ° . 7 hk 

] ull-secing eye nothing can hide them fora single momegt, Talk to 
. ‘em of their high destiny as immortal beings, and of the great provi- 


sion which is made in the gospel of Christ fur the nourishment and 
608. MESS., VOL. XIV.—NO. 10. 40) 
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Dee, 


‘ 


growth of the soul. Talk to them of this life which is hasten}... 
close, and of that eternal life, which is never to end; and point 


ft 


them from the word of God, the way to eternal peace. Gatie, » 
around you, and kneel before the throne of God, seek his mer. 
his grace, commit yourself and them to his guidance through |if.. | 
the Holy Spirit to prepare and purify you for the life which js ty ,,, 
Thus shall you return to the labors, the cares, and uncertainties ,, 
world, with the high bearing of one who is pursuing a better po», 
than aught the world can give. Thus shall your habitation be the , 
of happiness, of peace, and of love. Thus shall your children y\y, 
to call you blessed. They shall go out from their father’s house , 
impressions upon their minds of “things which are eternal,” —jm»... 
sions calculated, by the blessing of God, to preserve them from the ,. 
that is in the world, and to lead them through the labors and anyio., 
of life, as heirs of immortality.” 

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, permit me to hazard the assertion, th, », 
claims of Sunday Schools should ever be coupled with the more j; 
tive duty of family instruction, and that when we entreat God's , 
blessing on the former we ought to remember still more especial) 
latter. 


MINISTERS AND PEOPLE. 

Having spoken of thé services of the minister in the pulpit, Dr. Chalmers says 
ag part.to respect, as you would a sanctuary, that solitude, to which tor hours tog, 
1e should commit himself, in the work of meditating the truth of salvation—an¢ 
his part to return your delicacy by his lapors of fove, by the greetings of his co 
fellowship, by visits of kindness. It is a wrong imagination on the side of a; 
when they look on the Sabbath, for vigorous exposition of duty or doctrine fro 
whom they tease and interrupt, and annoy through the week—and it is a \ 
imagination on the side of the pastor, when looking on the church as the sole an 
of his usefulness, if he does not relax the Jabor of a spirit that has been much exeres 
on the great topics of the Christian ministry, by frequent and familiar intercours : 
those whom, perhaps, he has touched o1 arrested by his Sabbath demonstrations. \u 
ought to intrude not upon his arrangements and his studies, but he ought in the 
arrangements to provide the opportunities of ample converse with every spin 
patient, with every honest enquirer. You should be aware of the distinction thet 
makes between the season of the day which is set apart for the retirement, and « 
season of the day which lies open to the duty of holy, courteous fellowship with a— 
and hiding not Lineelf from his own flesh. It is the gross insensibility which ol 
to the privileges both of a sacred and literary order—it is the disturbance of a perpe! 
inroad on that prophet’s chamber, which ought at all times, to be a safe retreat 
contemplation—it is the incessant struggle that must be made for a professional & 
tence, with irksome application, and idle ceremony, and even the urgencies of Ine 
ship—these are sufficient to explain these pulpit imbecilities, of which many are 
to complain, while they themselves help to create them. And therefore, if you war 
to foster the energies of your future clergyman; if you would co-operate with hws 
those mental labors, by which he provides through the week, for the repast of som 
sabbath festival; if it is your desire that an unction and a power shall be felt ip 
pulpit ministrations; if here you would like to catch a glow of heaven's sacrectes 
and receive that fresh and forcible impulse of spirits, which might send you forth « 
with redoubled ardor of holy affection and zeal on the business of life, and ma 
look and long for the coming Sabbath; as another delightful resting place on your 
ney towards Zion—then sufler him to breathe, without molestation in that per 
lofty religion, where he night inhale a seraphie fervency, by which to kincie among 
own Celeéstial@fire, his own noble enthusiasin. If it be this, and notthe glee of © 
panionship, or the drudgeries of ordinary clerkship that you want from your mine 
then leave. I beseech you, his time in his own hands, and hold bis asylum to be Ww 
lable. — Southern Chris. Herald. C3 














Poetry. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 


POETRY. 


THE NEW 8ST. PHILIP'S, 
Erected on the site of the Church, which was destroyed by fire, February, 1835. 
Haggai, i. 7-3, & ii. 4-6. 


rd fn sparts or dies 
Then a lov d friend de par ; 
Owe sink beneath the loss; __ 
And oft the stricken heart denies 
| ‘Submission to the Cross. 


We weep—° mourn—as tho’ the soul, 
No future bliss could feel, 
Forgeting His supreme control, 
\"ho wounded, and can heal. 
t 


Of when we deem all hope is gone, 

He bids it live again ; . 
And what Mes word commands, is done, 
~ And ever shall remain, 


Frou seeming ruin he can raise 
A prospect of delight; 3 
And make the grieving spirit praise 
His wisdom and his night. 


pear Church! how deep was our distress 
When thou wast — away! 

But God has taught us he can bless, 
in sorrows darkest day. 


Thy ruin was by His decree, 
fle thought it wisest, best, 

That we might in his judgmeut see, 
This earth is not our rest. 


Yet not in vain despair we sigh’d, 
But pray’d for strengh to bear, 

And he most graciously replied, 
“['m with you,” do not fear! 


« Great was the grief when on your eyes, 
“Your flaming temple barst— 

“ Batshe shall Pheenix-like arise, 
“More glorious than at first.” 


« Thy ways consider! and go on. 
« Andstrong ye people be ; 

“ Bring wood and build, you’re not alone, 
“ My goodness ye shall see.” 


“Twill be with you, and Pll fill 
“ This house with joy and peace ; 
“Tl here take pleasure, ’tis my will, 
“Its glory ne’er shall cease.” 


Grief check'd her tears, Faits heard the word 
Bright Hope too, lent her aid ; 

Soon a new temple to the Lord, 
Was on the ruin laid. 








Iler walls were fram'd—her spire arose 
And pointed to the sky ; 

A silent monitor to those 
Who seek their home on high. 


Soon shall her spacious courts be trod, 
By crowds of young and old ; 

Some to devote themselves to God, 
And some with hearts more cold. 


Again we'll hear the chiming bell, 
That calls te praise and prayer; 
Again will faithful pastors tell 
Of hope and black despair! 


Again loud anthems shall resound, 
In honor of Christ’s name ; 

And white-rob’d priests within be found, 
Ilis mandates to proclaim. 


The altar too, we soon shall rear, 
Where piety will bow; 

Oh! lightly tread, tread lightly here, 
The sleeping Saint's below ! 


No vow will on that shrine be laid, 
Unmingled with a prayer. 

That we may each be holy made, 
As he who slumbers there! 


So pure in life—so calm in death, 
Who, who, but must admire ? 

Oh! when we yield our fleeting breath, 
May we like him expire! 


Long, long, shall mourning hearts recall! 
That kind’ling eye and look ; 

That watchful tenderness to all 
Who of his care partook. 


[lis spirit still will linger near, 
His early grare will speak ; 

Often in fancy we will hear, 
His accents bold, yet meek. 


Few ever heard his words in vain— 
None ever could forget ; 

May we his influence retain, 
To guide and teach us yet! 


His voice is silent! not again, 
Shall he or warn, or bless, 
Until the judgment he'll remain 

In untold happiness! 
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Like that dear Church, he’s lost to view, 
But not to mem’ ry lost; 

Like her he shall his strength renew, 

* And greater glory boast, 


The ashes of his moulder'd clay, 
In darkness now may rest ; 
But he will rise to realms of day, 

Radiant—holy—blest! 


When all is done, ‘grace! grace!’* we'll sing, 
Our harps God's love proclaim ; 

Yet ‘midst our joy, one pensive string, 
Will echo with Ais name, 


Decay is stamp'd on all below, 
‘lo moderate our love; 

Jehovah would that man should know, 
His soul must be above, 


We prize too much the things of earth, 
Our hearts to dust we bind; 
Forgeting oft our heavenly birth, 
Such bliss in them we find. 


Jn mercy God provides a worm, 
Our precious gourds to blight; 
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Lest the bright s hernes of io 
i ' JOV we ¢., 
Should hide Hua from vUr s 


Lord! to thy blessing we com: 
ry . . one eeC HG 
his earthly house of » 

d Praver: 

Oh! may thy spirit condesc., 

To rest upon us here ! 


May they who preach, be faithty) & 
And teach the gospel plan. 

Proclaim with zeal, thy holy y 
To proud, rebellious wan. 


May all who come in age or , 
To serve and worship thee; 
Receive thy word—the word of tres 

And all thy glory see! " 
May no dread record of neglect 

In judgment meet our sigh. ' 
But may we on our lives retlect 

W ith unalloy ‘d delight! 


And when our Sabbaths here ap 
When life and time shall cease: 

May we, with all who've cone bes 
Enjoy eternal peace ! 


we 
' 


Junius 
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Confrmation—This sacred rite was administered at St. Pay 
Chureh, Charleston, on the teuth of November, and the number of 4, 
confirmed, being from all our Churches in the city, was sixty-five, 

Missionary Lecture.—It was delivered at the usual place, on the » 
cond Thursday in November, instead of the regular day, and the am 
received at the door, was $52. 


— 


Eastern Diocese.—The Annual Convention was held, September 2- 


28. 


Present, the Bishop, and many of the Clergy and Waity. In bs 


address, the Bishop recommended the election of an assistant, by 
diocese of Massachusetts, and expressed the opinion, that an elec: 
by the Diocesan Convention, would not be acknowledged as canonica. 
The Convention, however, resolved by a vote of 47 to 16, that a spe 
Convention should be called on the tenth of January, to choose on A» 


sistant ‘Bishop. 


We are sorry to notice, that the Bishop's Addtes 


suggests ‘“‘a judicious revision of our Liturgy,” and speaks of “objec 
ns made to some parts of our forms of prayer, and to the lengt): 
our morning service.” The decided and general opposition made \ 
the attempt to alterthe Liturgy some years ago, notwithstanding eres’ 
names favored the proposed changes, bad induced us to hope that th 
question was settled, and would not be revived, And it is remarka' 
that since that decision, by the General Convention, or more prope! 
by the general voice of the Church, we haye seldom heard a word of tis 


* Zechariah, iv. 7, 








Dee 





penis 
f th 





Religious Intelligence. 317 


1837.] 
ah of the service, although much was then said as to this point. How 
wens be called long which does not eccupy, (chanting with the 


ean a service . | 
ay and all,) more than one hour? Is that too long a period, for reli- 
iF ’ : : 

a ‘nstruction, praise and prayer? If you add the sermon, the whole 

wpe " . 

-repoon spent m1 CGiod’s house, need not exceed one hour anda half, 

jure 


Ohio. —T he twentieth Annual Convention was held, September 1 1-16, 
Present, the Bishop, twenty-eight of the ( lergy, and several of the 
Laity. Whole uumber of Clergymen in the diucese, 53. In his Ad- 
dross, the Bishop says, “ [ was moch gratified with the aspect of 
grength, ethcieucy and improvement presented by the | reneral Uheo- 
ingical Seminary, at tue late meetin of its Urustees and examination 
ofits classes. Itis an Institution, unquestionably of high promise; ra- 
silly growing in the number anil stauding of its pupils, and in the vigor 
ond wisdom of its administration.” lhe Sunday School Association 
of the College, now embraces ‘including the Sunday School at Gam- 
pier, 900 children, taught in eighteen schools. These schools are situ- 
sted at distances of from three to five miles, in all directions from the 
Colleve. Some of them have given rise to churches, and more will do 
thesame. They are now more flourishing and effective than they have 
ever been before. Their excellent influence upon the people among 
whom they are situated, the most indifferent observer can hardly avoid 
erceiving.”” * * “Of the state of the Theological Seminary 
of the Diocese and Kenyon College with its two preparatory depart- 
ments, Lam happy to be able to speak in very favorable terms. During 
the last fuur years there has been a constant and manifest improvement 
in the system of instruction and the vigor of its prosecution; in the in- 
terior government, and the general tone of intellectual character and 
attainment in the several departments of the whole Institution, During 
the last year, the average number of students has been greater than ever 
before in the history of the College.” ® ° 
this diocese, entitled, ‘Of Lay Readers,’ it is provided that ‘none shall 
be considered as authorized to officiate as a lay-reader in the diocese, ex- 
cept in cases of particular emergency, without a written license from the 
Bishop. The importance of this restriction is manifest. Self-consti- 
tuted Readers, may be persons of bad example, or very erroneous 
views, or they may select discourses, to read tu vacant parishes, of in- 
jurious tendency. I much value the aid of pious, exemplary Readers, 
and thankfully own, that much good has been done, and is still done by 
their instrumentality, but it is not wise to leave such an office unguard- 
ed.” This canon is, we believe, peculiar to this diocese. Imdeed, in 
some dioceses, laymen are not only allowed but encouraged to lead in 
the devotions of the social meeting, and to use extempore prayer. 

Protestant Episcopal Tract Society.—From the twenty-fourth annual 
report, we learn this very useful Society, (hereby setting a necessary 
example, ) have resolved, having felt the evil of being in debt, to keep 
within their means—that there is scareely any part of our country, 
from which applications have not been received. for its publications, 
which they will not be able to answer unless they are better patronized 
~~that they have latel y issued the catechism of our Church in the German 
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language, in which language, has also been published the dai}, 
ing and evening sérvice, on the yesponsibility of a single bj. 
individual—and that all their tracts, which clergymen jp ,,.. 
would find a valuable work for lending out, vay be had nals 
umes, for gpout $2 50. “Who can calcul: ite,”’ says the report 
much our beloved Church 3 is indebted to Trac ‘ts, for her prese me 
perous condition! What parish can be named, in which there : 
any way indebted to these for an understanding of her docy, ie 
for the removal of prejudice, or for being enabled to discover 
spirituality of her Liturgy, or that our ‘ form’ was indeed -a for: 
Godliness, most admirably conducive towards preserving that pou 
Godliness, without which all outward services, in the sight of Gog 
uuprofitable and vain ? 

‘**Cheap as is the price of Books, at the present day, all who w; 
not procure standard works, of large size, upon the subje 40: 
Church. This Society, however, has standard Tracts, in wh; 
distinctive principles of the Church are most clearly explained, 
defended, and incontrovertibly established, and which may, and oug 
be placed withiu the reach of every family and individual im our eo, 

“The Board is constantly hearing of the effect of these upon the pub. 
lic mind. To their excellence, and the strength of their argum: 
testimony has been borne, not only by many within our own borden 
once strangers to our spiritu | commonwealth, but by those on the other 
side of the Atlantic; and ‘ Episcopacy seated by Scripture, exam 
and re-examined,’ has there been pronounced, even by those not of oy; 
household of faith, to have settled forever the truth of the agreemen: 
our ecclesiastical policy with apostolic practice. h 

‘‘ The Board is in possession of proof also, that other tracts have be 

romotive of great good. The Daily Morning and Evening Sacrige 
is now offered in many a habitation, where, till Bloomfield’s Manua 
Family Prayers was published, No domestic altar had been set up. ( 
those who have been made members of Christ by baptism, a: wha subse 
quently renewed in coufirmation, the vows then assumed, and after 
wards at the holy table of the Lord, consecrated themselves soul a 
body, as his servants and the disciples of his beloved Son, it rejoices 
them to state they have evidence, many have been much assisted in 
coming to this good mind, by the treatises upon these different subjects 
published by the Society.” 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church- 
The “ Spirit of Missions, ? for November, in addition to the usual mat 
ter, contains a “view of domestic missions,’ ’ being an abstract of the 
reports from the several missionaries, and the facts are many and 
couraging. Itis stated that Bishop M’Croskey had confirmed 54 Onews 
Indians, and that Mr. Gutzloff, the celebrated missionary to China, s2! 
he is “of no denomination.” The expenditures of the Domest’ 
Committee have exceeded the receipts by $2,789, and we are W's 
“unless a more vigorous and systematic effort be made, our foreig 
missions cannot be sustained. * The monthly receipts reported are 
Domestic Missions, $1,686, for Foreign, $1,414, of which last fi 


South-Carolina, $55, 
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Jerusalem.—Mr. John Nicholayson, recently ordained, has been ap- 
agted minister of the Church, a to be erected at Jerusalem, 

There are at present, eight Jews, who are clergymen of the Chureh of 

England. More of that people, have become Christians, within the 

last twenty years, than since the first ages of the Church. 

New measure and necessary chanze of a Rubric—We refer to the 
rabrie which reads, “ Then shall follow the sermon,” it must have this 
addition, “and the exhortation,” (unless, indeed, the new measure be 
relinquished, ) for it appears, that lately on eight occasions of public 
worship, after each sermon by a minister, there was an exhortation by 
another minister. Would it not be convenient also, to have our pulpits 
eplarged fur the two ministers? ‘The exhorter also prayed, but whether 
befyre or after his exhortation, and with or without book, we are not in- 


furmedy 


Religious Education in Public Schools.—To effect this desirable ob- 
ject, it has been proposed ata late meeting of teachers in Ohio, to ap- 
oint certain hours and school-houses in which the youth of various 
.aminations, should be separately assembled, to be instructed in reli- 
cion by their own pastors, 

Time just before Service.—The Editor of the Utica Gospel Messen- 
ger recomeuds that this time, instead of being spent in wandering affec- 
tions, and thoughts, and gazing around the Church, (and, we may add, in 
conversation in the Church-yard or vestibule,) should be given to medi- 
tation on the introductory sentences, on which, for this purpose, he has 
published some valuable comments. 

Temperance.—The House of Representatives at Washington, have 
resolved that spirituous liquors should not be exposed for sale within 
or about the Capitol. 

Comparison.—Let us suppose that two clergymen, of equal piety and 
abilities, are placed in circumstances, altogether similar. One of them, 
when he prays for a blessing on his public instructions, uses a collect of 
the Church. His sermon is written with care and judgment, He 
strives that it may be solid and instructive, but striking and popular, 
His attendance on the sick, his public labors and private conversations, 
eonvince his parishioners, of his great esteem fur the services of our 
Church; and his whole conduct has a tendency to keep his congrega- 
tion distinct from other religious parties. The other clergyman reads 
the prayers and occasionally commends thein; but he makes use of exs 
temporary prayers when he visits the sick, and also before and after his 
sermon: his public discourses also are not written down; and his whole 
method is such as to tend to remove all distinctions between the Church 
of England and other denominations of Christians. Let any man judge 
impartially, whether of these men will best support the Chureh; which 
—— wilt be in harps danger of being drawn from her 

on. Let us go farther, and consider the real good which these 
ae doin the vineyard of Jesus Ciirist, aud, if L wistake not very great- 
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ly indeed, the former clergyman will do the most substantia! +, 
. . ? [ Nar 
good, though appearances may sumetimes favor the latter,—( 


Rubrics —The term rubrics, (from the latin ruber, signi yi 
is well known, was originally g given to the diréctions to the D.. 
for the use of the various parts of the service, from the cireyy 
their being formerly printed in red ink. For these two le 
past, however, the term has been a practical misnomer: the ryfp; = 
been negrics: and while the irregular members of the Chureh | hie . " 
regarded them, even her best friends have by @ tacit agreement. ne 
ted them to be cast into a darker shade than their author S ever c 
plated. We are hap py to learn, that the rubrics are at legth 4 og 

tored to the rights of which, they have been so long and» 
seprive d; the Rev. Dr. Lb: ayard of this city, having projected an; 

of the Praver-book, in which they are to be printed as the y orig 
were, in red ink. We have seen a specimen sheet, and admire ». 
pearance, and are confident that Dr. Bayard has, in this INSTANCE. Nee 
formed an acceptablesservice to the lovers of ecclesiastical aytio, 
We understand that the edition will speedily be published by the h 
and Common Prayer-book Suciety —Churchman. 

The Use of Saint’s Days—Well to celebrate these relic: 
sacred days, isto spend the flower of our time happily. They 
the splendor and outward dignity of our religion, forcible witne: 
ancient truth, provoc ations to the exercises of all piety, shadows ; f, 
endless felicity in heaven, on earth everlasting records ‘el memori 
wherein they which cannot be drawn to hearken unto om we teach, 
may, only by looking upou what we do, in a manner read Seton ver 
we believe.—LHooker. 

Washington——The Rev. Mr. Sparks, an Unitarian minister, say: 
“After a long minute examiuation of the writings of Washingt 
public and private, in print and in manuscript, I can affirm, that I b 
never seen a single hint or expression, from which it could be inferr 
that he had any doubt of the Christian revelation, or that he thougtt 
with indifference or unconcern of that subject. On the contrary, whe: 
ever he approaches it, and indeed, whenever he alludes in any manoe: 
it is done with seriousness and reverence.” ‘He was educated in | 
Episcopal Church, to which he always adhered, and my convictio' 
that he believed in the fundamental doctrines of Christianity as usu 
taught in that Church.” 


Protestant Episcopal Society. for the Aiance ment of Christianity in South-Carolre— 
The Treasurer reports a donation to the Society of #20, throngh the hands of & 


Bishop, from a lady, formerly a member of St. Michael's Church, but now no mor 
CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER. 


3. Adcent Sunday, 23. Ember-Day, 

10. Sceond Sunday in Adcent, 24. Fourth Sunday in Adcent, 
17° Third Sunday in Adcent, 25. Christmas, 

20. Ember-Day, 26. St. Stephen, 

27. St. Thomas, 27 + St. John the Evangelist, 


22. Ember-Day, 22. Jnnoccnts. 








